
Summer Newsletter 2016 Out & About in District #1 
Forest and Bay Campaign  
The forests around Port Gamble have become a regional attraction for 
outdoor enthusiasts in recent years, thanks to generous access allowed by 
property owner Pope Resources and volunteers who maintain trails and 
host events in the area. The Kitsap Forest and Bay Project (KFBP) has been 
instrumental in these efforts. KFBP is targeting forestland acquisitions in 
five phases – two of which have already been accomplished by Kitsap 
County and are now preserved as public parkland. So far, the Port Gamble 
Shoreline Block (535 acres and 1.5 miles of shoreline on Port Gamble Bay) 
and North Kitsap Heritage Park (366-acre ‘Options’ addition) have been 
acquired by the County, and the Grover’s Creek Preserve (200 acres) was 
acquired by the Great Peninsula Conservancy.  The remaining areas that 
KFBP is seeking funding to preserve are the Port Gamble Forest (3,355 
acres south of Port Gamble town) and the Divide Forest (484 acres 
between Port Gamble Forest and Grover’s Creek—see map ). 

The continuing successes of the KFBP can be attributed to strong public 
support, as well as active partners and coalition groups who are 
committed to the project. KFBP Partners include:  Kitsap County, Port 
Gamble S’Klallam Tribe, Suquamish Tribe, Pope Resources, Forterra, Great 
Peninsula Conservancy, and the Kitsap Forest & Bay Coalition, which is 
made of up of 30 local and state agencies, businesses, community groups 
and non-profits.  

This incredible opportunity to preserve land for future generations has a 
deadline in mid-2017. The KFBP Partners are working tirelessly to raise 
money to fill a funding gap of $3.5 million to acquire the Port Gamble 
Forest. Three local donors and the North Kitsap Trails Association will 
match donations up to $35,000 until September 14. For more information 
on this exciting project, visit www.savepg.org or http://
www.kitsapforestbay.org/.  

Highway 305 Working Group  
Kitsap County has joined forces with the Washington State Department of Transportation, 
Kitsap Transit, the Suquamish Tribe, and cities of Poulsbo and Bainbridge Island to create a 
working group to study the busy Highway 305 corridor. Funding was secured from the Puget 
Sound Regional Council via the Kitsap Regional Coordinating Council to study the corridor as 
well as identify and prioritize projects that will improve safety and traffic flow. 

The group is currently creating a scope of work and will go out to bid for a consultant to 
facilitate the project. The consultant will look at prior studies, traffic counts and accident 
reports, and identify gaps, problems and opportunities on the highway. The objective is to 
develop a prioritized list of projects to fund from through Connecting Washington, a package of 
$16 billion that Governor Inslee and legislators created last year through a gas tax designated 
to invest in multimodal transportation statewide over the next 15 years. 

Stay tuned for public open houses and opportunities to contribute to the discussion, starting in fall 2016. There will be several open houses 
where interested citizens can get their questions answered and offer input on the projects. For more information, contact David Forte, 
Kitsap County Public Works Transportation Planner, at dforte@co.kitsap.wa.us,  (360)337-5777. 
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Port Gamble Mill Site Cleanup 

The Port Gamble Mill Site has been a hub of cleanup activity with the beginning of the second 
cleanup season in June. Clean-up efforts are focused on removing piles, demolishing old 
structures, intertidal excavation, and capping of a 61-acre area in the bay.  

According to an August 25 contractor update on the construction, located on the project 
website, the following activities are underway or have been completed: 

 Ongoing water quality monitoring, with no exceedances to date. 

 25,693 tons of clean sand stockpiled onsite. 

 3,905 tons of various sized armor rock stockpiled onsite. 

 2,186 pilings removed since the June 16 start date, bringing the total since last year to 
5,608 pilings pulled. 

 967 tons of concrete hauled offsite for recycling. 

 857 tons of creosoted pilings hauled offsite for proper disposal. 

 Shellfish and biotoxin monitoring is underway.  

 Intertidal excavation underway to remove contaminated sediments and creosote pilings in 
the area north of the mill site. These activities are followed closely by capping areas of the 
site with clean material. 

For more information on the cleanup project, visit www.portgamblebaycleanup.com, email 
info@portgamblebaycleanup.com, or call the project information line at (888)707-8663. 

Kingston Community Open House 

The Kingston Citizens Advisory Council invites the 
Kingston community to its annual Community Open 
House on September 29. The event will provide 
information on community events, projects, 
programs and service-oriented opportunities in the 
area. The open house will be held from 6:00 to 8:30 
p.m. at the new Village Green Community Center. For 
more information, contact (360) 536-6940. 

West 
Kingston 
Road Bridge 
Project  

Starting next year, 
West Kingston 
Road will be 
closed over 
Carpenter Creek 
for construction of 
a new 150-foot 
bridge. The bridge 
will replace an 
existing 60-inch culvert, and restore tidal function in the Carpenter Creek estuary, 
enhancing fish migration and habitat. The road will be closed for eight months 
during construction, with marked detour routes in place. The project is funded by 
the U.S. Navy. For more information, visit http://bitl.y/WKingston.  

Mill site before (above) and during (below) 
restoration 

Bucklin Hill Bridge  

After just over a year of road closures and construction, the Bucklin Hill Road Bridge over Clear Creek in Silverdale opened to traffic July 22. 
Although located in Central Kitsap, the project has regional significance, as Silverdale is a retail and employment center in Kitsap County. In 
addition to traffic improvements for vehicles, bicycles and pedestrians, the bridge offers huge environmental benefits for Clear Creek and 
Dyes Inlet. 

The bridge replaces undersized culverts that ran under the road, and now allows unimpeded tidal and creek flow under Bucklin Hill Road. 
The 240-foot span allows the estuary to return to a natural state, improving habitat for fish and wildlife and building upon restoration and 

improvement projects further upstream. The 
Clear Creek Task Force continues to monitor 
conditions in the creek.  

The $20 million effort is the largest road 
project ever undertaken by Kitsap County 
Public Works, and it was finished on time and 
within budget expectations. For more 
information on the project, visit http://
www.bucklinhill.com/ or contact Kitsap 
County Public Works at (360) 337-5777.  
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Clear Creek Floodplain Restoration 

The Stormwater Division of Kitsap County Public Works has been busy this 
summer with the restoration of a portion of the Clear Creek floodplain. The 
west fork of the creek has been completed recently, with work starting on 
the east fork this month.  

The area is located near the intersections of Highway 3, Waaga Way, Schold 
Road and Silverdale Way where the east and west forks of Clear Creek 
meet. Before the work area could be drained, Kitsap County crews had to 
carefully capture and relocate all of the fish, aquatic insects and amphibians 
to safer locations downstream.  

Previous landowners straightened out the channel in order to gain more 
usable land, severely degrading stream function and habitat. Most of the 
area was covered in invasive grasses and other non-native vegetation. The 
culverts that contained the stream under roads were undersized, and the 
creek was cut off from its natural floodplain. 

The ongoing project will: 

 Construct new trails and footbridges linking to the Clear Creek Trail 
network along the restored portion. 

 Remove 3,100 feet of Schold Road. 

 Remove over 21 acres of invasive vegetation to be replanted with 
native plants in the fall. 

 Install eight new engineered log jams. 

 Remove two undersized culverts to enhance fish passage. 

 Install over 300 in-stream log structure to improve habitat. 

 Restore eight acres of off-channel wetland areas. 

The project will add to other Clear Creek habitat improvements such as the 
Bucklin Hill Bridge project and the Shadow Glen, Mountainview and Sunde 
Road fish passage improvements.   

For more information on the Clear Creek floodplain restoration, or to sign 
up for project updates, visit http://kitsap.paladinpanoramic.com/
project/2231/44029.  

Homelessness Workshop 

Representatives and leaders from local, regional and national organizations gathered in Suquamish 
June 30 to discuss the issues of homelessness. Representatives from over 65 non-profit and 
government agencies were among the attendees. They were joined by speakers and panel 
members with years of expertise on the subject of homelessness. One panel featured personal 
experiences of living homeless in Kitsap County.  
Due to a rapid rise in local housing prices, renting or owning a home is often out of reach for low-
income residents. Many subsidized housing units are also being converted into market-rate units, 
cutting the number of apartments available to those with lower incomes. 
Kitsap County’s Homeless Housing Plan has five main goals: 

 Make homelessness rare 

 Make homelessness brief 

 Make homelessness a one-time event 

 Continuously improve the homeless response system 

 Expand community engagement 
The workshop discussed how to meet these goals, and focused on finding short- and long-term 
solutions to get people into homes. Lloyd Pendleton, director of the Utah Homelessness Task Force, 
was a featured speaker. He offered information about the Housing First model, which has had 
success in Utah. The model advocates getting the homeless into homes first, on the assumption that 
many of the peripheral problems associated with homelessness will decrease. A leadership group of 
elected officials will meet to coordinate an action plan for the Homeless Housing Plan and implement 
ideas discussed at the workshop.  
For more information on the county’s Housing and Homelessness Program, visit http://
www.kitsapgov.com/hs/housing/housing_grant.htm or contact Kirsten Jewell at 
kjewell@co.kitsap.wa.us.  
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Schold Farm Beaver Management  

Beaver activity along the north valley of the Clear Creek Trail has been growing over the years and 
during the rainy season, water may cover the heavily used and popular boardwalk. There are at least 
six beaver dams in the area that are a welcome addition to Schold Farm. However, while beavers are 
doing what they know best, some of these dams are causing flooding and killing off plants in existing 
restoration project areas.  

In an effort to keep the trail open for public use, ensure safety and reduce damage to the existing 
boardwalk, vegetation, and restoration features, Kitsap County partnered with the Clear Creek Task 
Force and consulting firms Perteet and Beavers Northwest to install two water-level control devices 
(nicknamed “beaver deceivers”). The beaver deceivers help slowly control water levels in the beaver 
ponds and balance public use and enjoyment of Schold Farm with the coexistence  of beavers and 
other wildlife making their way back to this critical watershed.  

The devices will continue to allow natural stream flows and fish passage, but help preserve trails, 
boardwalks, and plantings in the area. 

For more information on this project, contact Angie Silva in the Commissioner’s Office at 
asilva@co.kitsap.wa.us or (360) 337-7080. 

Business Spotlight:  Keyport Mercantile  

The Keyport Mercantile, affectionately known as “The Merc,” has been a fixture near 
the dock in downtown Keyport for over 100 years. The building hosts regular 
meetings of the Keyport Community Club and the boat club, but most people visit for 
the food and friendly atmosphere.  

Many of the menu items are made from scratch, including pizza dough that is hand-
rolled and baked with a variety of toppings, served on weekends and after 3 p.m. on 
weekdays. Many of the breakfast items are made from scratch as well. Biscuits with 
sausage gravy are especially popular, along with a wide selection of soups, salads, 
sandwiches and wraps served for lunch or dinner. “Teriyaki Tuesday” is a popular 
holdover from previous owners of The Merc, who were kind enough to share their 
recipe with the new owners. 

The Merc has traded hands several times but current owners, Tom and Jackie Lewis, Mech and Brian Watne, Ellen and John Strong, and Don 
and Alberta Cramsey, have been in charge since 2007. Jackie and Ellen can often be found in the kitchen cooking, and Mech spends a lot of 
time working in the back office to keep the business running smoothly. All of the owners work there as needed, but also employ a great 
crew, most of whom live in the Keyport area. 

In addition to the food that they’re famous for, the Merc also has a 
selection of groceries, toiletries and wine for visitors and locals who 
need to pick up a few necessities. 

The Keyport Mercantile is located at 15499 Washington Avenue NE in 
Keyport, open 7 a.m. to 9 p.m. on weekdays, 8 a.m. to 9 p.m. 
Saturdays and 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. Sundays. Contact the store at (360)779
-7270 or on Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/KeyportMerc/.  

To subscribe to the District #1 Newsletter, go to www.kitsapgov.com and click on 

the “Sign up for electronic notifications” button on the right side of the screen.  
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